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Development of EASS 2010 Health Module:
Results of JGSS Pretest

Tomoya HANIBUCHI
JGSS Research Center

Osaka University of Commerce

We outline the process of developing a cross-national questionnaire for the East Asian Social
Survey (EASS) 2010. In particular, we will present the process of questionnaire revisions in the
light of the choice of the “Health Module” as the theme of EASS 2010 and the development and
results from the JGSS pretest. Although the different research backgrounds of each EASS team
made it difficult to reach consensus on theoretical and conceptual frameworks, EASS members
share a great deal of interest from the beginning in the social aspect of health and topics related to
health in East Asia. During the drafting process of the Health Module we prioritized narrowing
down the issues of questionnaire, and this in turn developed our arguments in the Health module.
In the context of the JGSS pretest, we adapted the questionnaire so that it reflected the Japanese
context, especially questions of family care, living environment, and influenza. The further

revisions are aimed towards the implementation of the survey in 2010.
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