HZXME General Social Surveys HHZ 75X %[8] JGSS TE/EHZNDE#HEITE JGSS Research Series No.5

gogooobobobbooooooooobbood
0JGSS-200200 2003 0 2000 0O OODO

oo oo
gobooboboobooobooobobon

Influences of Family and Social Environments on English Proficiency Among Japanese People:
Through Reanalysis of JGSS-2002 and 2003

Takunori TERASAWA
Graduate School of Arts and Sciences
The University of Tokyo

This paper aims at revealing gaps in English skills among Japanese people caused by social
and family environments. Statistical analysis (cross tables, odds ratio, and multi-regression) of
the data of JGSS-2002 and 2003 shows the following findings: (1) English proficiency is
influenced by social and family environments such as parents' educational background, father's job,
household income, and residence at young age across generations; (2) A gender gap, on the other
hand, is an exception. A great divide of English skills between males and females in old
generations gradually decreases and it disappears in young generations, and this elimination is
attributed to a sharp increase of women with good English skills; (3) English proficiency of young
females is more highly influenced by social and family environments than that of males; (4) the
gaps in English skills partly reflect an unequal opportunity to go to college based on social and

family environments.
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