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The Influence of the Perceived Threat and Contact in Japanese Anti-immigrant Attitude:
Analysis of JGSS-2003

Kikuko NAGAY OSHI
Osaka University, Graduate School of Human Sciences
Japan Society for the Promotion of Science

The aim of this study was to examine the determinants of Japanese anti-immigrant attitudes
by focusing on the effects of the perception of the influence by increasing numbers of immigrants.
Previous research applying “Perceived Threat Theory” found that the perceived threats to social
and economic condition of individual and to national identity affected the level of xenophobia. In
addition to the perceived threat, this paper also examined the effect of three types of the
perception; the perceived positive influence, having no idea of the influence and the perception of
no influence. By analyzing JGSS-2003 data, the following was found: Not only the perceived
threat, but also having no idea intensified anti-immigrant attitude. Furthermore, the effect of the
rate of the foreign residents on xenophobia found in the previous research was mediated by the
level of perceived positive influence. In short, not only the perceived threat, but also obscure fear
and goodwill toward foreigners affect the level of xenophobia. It was also found that the type of
the perception of influence varied according to the type of contacts with foreigners.

Key Words : JGSS, xenophobia, perceived threat theory
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