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Effects of daily life information on political decision making:
From the Data of JGSS-2001

Akiko NOMURA
Department of Law, Faculty of Law
Tokyo Metropolitan University

The aim of this paper was to examine the relationship between information in daily life and
political decision making. According to “low-information rationality” theory proposed by Samuel
L. Popkin, even when voters are uninformed of politics, they can make rational judgment on
political issues based on information acquired in their daily lives. At this moment, no study
applying the theory to the Japanese electorate has been presented. To fill this gap, using the data
of JGSS-2001, multiple regression analyses were conducted to demonstrate whether cognition of
personal economic condition affects opinions on political issues. The results showed that
“perception of income tax burden” and “satisfaction levels of current household situation” have
significant effects on evaluation of government spending. This finding suggests that daily life
information is closely connected with political decision making.
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