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The Moderating Effect of Uncertainty on the Relationship Between Socioeconomic Status and Prosociality:
An Analysis Using JGSS-2012

Toshiki IKEDA
Research Institute for Socionetwork Strategies, Kansai University

A theoretical debate persists regarding the relationship between socioeconomic status (SES) and
prosocial behavior, including charitable giving and volunteering. The resource perspective posits that
individuals with more resources engage in greater prosocial behavior, whereas the risk management
perspective postulates that individuals with fewer resources exhibit greater prosocial behavior. A meta-
analysis of 471 studies across approximately 60 countries found slightly stronger support for the resource
perspective, although contextual factors substantially moderated this relationship. Using JGSS-2012 data, the
present study examined whether uncertainty moderated the association between SES and prosocial behavior.
SES was positively associated with both charitable giving and volunteering, supporting the resource
perspective in Japan. Exploratory analyses suggested that unemployment risk was associated with increased
volunteering among low-SES individuals, although the interaction term was not statistically significant. In
contrast, household financial anxiety was negatively associated with donation amounts among high-SES
individuals. These patterns suggest that different types of uncertainty may activate distinct behavioral
pathways: among low-SES individuals, heightened risk of losing social ties through unemployment may
promote prosocial behavior, whereas among high-SES individuals, financial anxiety may suppress resource
redistribution.
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