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JGSS-2003

Implementing a Social Networks Module in the Japanese General Social Surveys (JGSS):
Results of the Pre-test
Keiko NAKAO, Ken’ichi IKEDA, and Satoko YASUNO

The project of Japanese General Social Surveys (JGSS) plans to implement a
module design in the 2003 survey. “Social networks” was chosen for the theme for
the 2003 module and a preliminary questionnaire was constructed.  The
guestionnaire attempts to obtain information about three different types of social
networks each respondent is a part of. Respondents will be asked to name up to four
people with whom (1) they confide in, (2) they discuss political issues, and (3) they
talk about their work. Although challenging, asking about multiple types of
networks was judged to be a unique and worthwhile effort. It would not only allow
researchers in various areas to utilize the data once collected, but it would also enable
them to elicit valuable information about network overlaps, which has never been
collected in any other survey of this kind.

The questionnaire was tested in a preliminary survey to find out whether the
respondents, especially older individuals, are able to follow the instructions and
answer all the questions.  This paper reports the results of the pre-test, and discusses
the applicability of this questionnaire design.
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Appendix 2:
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Appendix 3:
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45.9 20 30
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80 19 69.21 55.78
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