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A Time-series Analysis of Determinants of Fear of Crime:
Using JGSS Cumulative Data 2000-2010

Mitsuaki UEDA
JGSS Research Center
Osaka University of Commerce

Japan has been well known for its lowness in crime, especially when compared with other
countries. In spite of steady increase from 1996 to 2002, official statistics indicate that crime in Japan
has constantly been decreasing in both absolute and relative number since 2003. But the results of
International Crime Victimization Survey (ICVS) in 2004 show that Japanese people’'sfear of crimeis
relatively high among the OECD countries. Therefore, Japan can be characterized as low in crime and
high in fear of crime. This paper aims to clarify determinants of Japanese peopl€e's fear of crime by
using JGSS-2000-2010 cumulative data sets. According to the data sets, people's fear of crime rose
sharply in 2006, when a series of murder of school children took place. This taken into consideration,
yearly data as well as the whole data was analyzed. The results show that the determinants differ from
male to female, from year to year. In discussion, what kind of social background will affect Japanese
people’s fear of crime is explored.

Key Words: JGSS, fear of crime, time-series analysis
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