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The Effect of Third-party Influence in Marriage Partner Choice and Educational Assortative Mating:
An Analysis of EASS 2006 Data

Kenji CHIHAYA
Graduate School of Arts and Letters
Tohoku University

The ongoing debate about the effects of individual preferences and opportunity structures on the
choice of marriage partner has shown how organised settings promote educational homogamy, among
other kinds of homogamy. This study focus on third-party introduction as a strategy used by
individuals to by-pass their structural constraints and meet people outside these organised settings.
The question here is whether relationships started in this fashion are less homogamous than those in
which the partners met without any external help.

Five models were fitted and it was found that the relationship between husband's and wife's
education can be better described by a modeling the differences (distances) between husband and wife
educational levels. The log linear model also shows that the difference in educational levels is not
affected by how husband and wife met. This result suggests that the mechanisms of preference that
rule mate selection might work the same way both within and outside the structural constraints of
organized settings.
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