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Japanese Attitudes Toward Childrearing:
Opinions About the Ability to Raise Children in Japanese Society Based on JGSS-2008 Data

Takayuki SASAKI
JGSS Research Center
Osaka University of Commerce

The goal of this paper isto clarify attitudes toward parenting today, and to examine the directives
needed in society to enable individuals to give birth and raise children with minimal hardships. In a
national sample of 1,888 individuals, including both those with and without children, from the
JGSS-2008, the results showed that individuals in their 30s with high education levels, no children,
egalitarian gender-role attitudes, authoritarian parenting styles, and who believed that governments
are responsible for child education, are likely to perceive that the ability to raise children in Japanese
society isin decline. Because childrearing norms have been diversified and reinforced, having a child
in itself seems to be regarded as a persona risk. As a result, both individuals with children and
without children may feel constrained in the parenting role. Thus, it is important that society as a
whole will be supportive of having and rearing children, rather than imposing it as responsibility on
families alone.
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oooo -0.11 ** 0.04  .001 -0.10 ** 0.03  .004 -0.09 ** 0.03  .007
ooooo 0.08 * 0.03  .011 0.08 * 0.03  .013 0.08 ** 0.03  .007
ooooooo -0.03 0.03  .315 0.02 0.03  .491 0.00 0.02  .960
ooooooooO0ooOo 0.01 0.02  .699 0.00 0.01  .899 0.02 0.01  .148
oooooooo 0.15 ** 0.05  .001 0.05 0.05  .295 0.13 ** 0.05  .005
OoooooO0 [Re=OO] oo -0.11 0.07  .145 -0.10 0.07  .147 -0.12 + 0.07  .071
0000000 [R=O00O0C0OOCOO] oo -0.21 ** 0.07  .005 -0.19 ** 0.07  .008 -0.18 ** 0.07  .009
oQ -0.20 * 0.08  .018 -0.28 *** 0.08  .000 -0.31 *** 0.08  .000
Oooo [Re=OOOO] oooo 0.21 ** 0.08  .005 0.19 ** 0.07  .009 0.19 ** 0.07  .009
oooo 0.43 **x 0.11  .000 0.33 ** 0.11  .002 0.38 *** 0.11  .000
ooo 0.59 ** 0.18  .001 0.17 0.17  .314 .36 * 0.17  .033
0o 3.06 *** 0.28  .000 3.34 *** 0.27  .000 2.78 *** 0.27  .000
0oo0 [Re=OOO] oooo -0.38 * 0.17  .027 0.02 0.16  .903 -0.17 0.16  .288
oooo -0.16 0.19  .406 0.16 0.18  .361 0.02 0.18  .905
oooo -0.59 ** 0.18  .001 -0.17 0.17  .314 -0.36 * 0.17  .033
oo 3.65 *** 0.32  .000 3.51 *** 0.31  .000 3.14 *x* 0.31  .000
FO 7.00 *** .000 6.08 *** .000 6.04 ***
R 0.08 0.07 0.07
V 1888 1888 1888

*p<.05. **p<.0L. ***p<.001
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