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JGSS Research Center

Joint Usage/ Research Center for Japanese General Social Surveys
Accredited by Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology
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Our Mission

The Japanese General Social Survey (JGSS) Research Center at Osaka University of
Commerce was accredited by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology
as a Joint Usage/Research Center in October 2008, and renewed in April 2013, April 2019, and
April 2025. The current accreditation period runs through March 31, 2031. The designation of
"Joint Usage/Research Center" is given to research institutions attached to universities that are
recognized as being able to make a meaningful contribution to academic development by sharing
their resources with external researchers. At the ]JGSS Research Center, we invite social
scientists to submit research issues they have in mind, screen the research topics submitted,

and conduct social surveys to collect the data necessary to explore and investigate such issues.

To be more specific, we conduct the Japanese General Social Surveys (JGSS) on a
nationwide basis every two years to assist our research collaborators in analyzing the data
obtained through the surveys and reporting research findings to the public. Additionally, we
deposit the collected data to data archives in Japan and overseas, and help researchers around
the world to access and analyze the data. JGSS shares some modules of questions with the East
Asian Social Surveys (EASS). Through these activities, we aim to promote joint research, both
in Japan and overseas, deepen understanding of changes and the current state of affairs in

Japanese society, and to identify the position of Japanese society in the context of East Asia.

Starting in the autumn of 1998, the JGSS Research Project was designated as a "key
institute on the frontiers of academic projects" by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology (MEXT) in two successive terms for ten years from FY1999 to FY2008.
From June 2008, the project had been adopted by the MEXT as a "Program for Promotion of
Joint Research Centers in Humanities and Social Sciences (renamed to Program for Promotion
of Unique Research Centers)." From April 2016 to March 2019 and from April 2020 to March
2023, the project had been adopted by the MEXT as a "Program for Promotion of Unique Joint

Research Centers: Promotion of Functional Enhancement."

In October 2018, JGSS Research Center was selected for the JSPS Program for Constructing
Data Infrastructure for the Humanities and Social Sciences. The center is working on the

promotion of survey data sharing as a part of the program.



Japanese General Social Survey (JGSS)

The Japanese General Social Surveys (JGSS) is a social survey project with principles of

openness, continuity and versatility, and the JGSS realizes the idea of General Social Survey (GSS)
that has been conducted by National Opinion Research Center at the University of Chicago since
1972. JGSS is in principle conducted biennially, targeting on the population between 20-89 years of
age in Japan. JGSS used both interview and self-administered questionnaires for each respondent,

but since 2021, the collection mode has changed to only self-administered questionnaires.

The cumulative number of uses of JGSS datasets and survey information exceeded 829,000 (as
of March, 2026), and our datasets were used at 284 domestic universities, 468 foreign universities,
and 82 research institutes. To the best of our knowledge, our data were utilized in more than 1,120
scholarly articles, 362 books, and 690 presentations, and were also referred to in government

publications, such as White Paper on the National Lifestyle.

Summary of JGSS

Sample Size (Number of Sampling Points)

Period e /Number of Valid Responses (Official Response Rates)
October, 2000 JGSS-2000 4,500(300); 2,893(65%)
October, 2001 JGSS-2001 4,500(300); 2,790(63%)
October, 2002 JGSS-2002 5,000(341); 2,953(62%)
October, 2003 JGSS-2003 7,200(4_89); Form A: 1,957(55%) /Form B: 1,706(48%)
Form B includes Network module.
August, 2005 JGSS-2005 4,500(307); 2,023(51%)
) 8,000(526); Form A: 2,124(60%) /Form B: 2,130(60%)
October, 2006 1GS5-2006 Form B includes EASS 2006 Family Module.
October, 2008 1GSS-2008 8,000(529); Form A: 2,060(58%) /Form B: 2,160(61%)

Form B includes EASS 2008 Culture and Globalization Module.

January, 2009

JGSS-2009LCS

6,000(396); 2,727(51%) (Life-course survey targeted at men and
women aged 28-42)

9,000(600); Form A: 2,507(62%) /Form B: 2,496(62%)

February, 2010 JGSS-2010 Form B includes EASS 2010 Health and Society Module.
) 9,000(600); Form A: 2,332(59%) /Form B: 2,335(59%)
February, 2012 1GS5-2012 Form B includes EASS 2012 Network Social Capital Module.
February, 2013 JGSS-2013LCS Follow-up of JGSS-2009LCS
February, 2015 JGSS-2015 4,500 (300); 2,079(53%); includes EASS 2015 Work Life Module
_ Over sampling of JGSS-2015;age 25-49;2,100
February, 2016 JGSS-2016 (140);includesE14/15
February, 2017 JGSS-2017 1,500 (101); 744(56%); includes EASS 2016 Family Module
November, 2017 JGSS-2017G 1,500_(10_1); 860(64%); includes EASS 2018 Culture and
Globalization Module
February, 2018 JGSS-2018 4,000 (267); 1,916(54%); includes EASS 2016 Family Module
November, 2018 JGSS-2018G 1,200(_82)_; 678(63%); includes EASS 2018 Culture and
Globalization Module
February, 2019 JGSS-2019LCS Follow-up of JGSS-2013LCS
. 6,600(440); Form A: 1,722 (58%) /Form B: 1,800 (59%)
January 2021 JGS5-2021H Form B includes EASS 2020 Health and Society Module.
. 6,000(400); Form A: 1,564 (57%) /Form B: 1,581(57%)
January 2022 JGS5-2022H Form B includes EASS 2020 Health and Society Module.
January, 2023 JGSS-2023D 2,700 (181); 1,277(52%)
February, 2024 JGSS-2024N 5,400 (360); 2,668(55%)




Research Col laborations

The operation policy of the JGSS Research Center is discussed and determined by
the Steering Committee, in which external researchers constitute a majority of the
membership. Members of the Steering Committee represent the different research
fields of sociology and social sciences, and bring in views from various perspectives.
The Center is subject to an annual evaluation by an external committee as well as by

the MEXT, and assesses its operations

At the Center, internal researchers of the University are dedicated to a research
project in collaboration with part-time researchers who are selected from applicants for
an open call for a joint research project. Graduate students also participate in a joint

research project through the “JGSS Researcher Encouraging Program.”

Joint Usage / Research Center Appraisal

JGSS Research Center, Osaka University of Commerce e
Steering Committee

External Appraisal by External Appraisal

Committee Members
Research Fellows - -
Advise and Cooperation
Adi NORC,
junct Researchers University of Chicago
Call for National Opinion
Research Issues Research Center
Joint Researchers Call for
Analytical Issues
Survey Designing Joint Researchers
" Release of Datasets
Data Analysis
‘ Report of Results ‘
JGSS Data Download System
(JGSSDDS)
Related Field Researchers Collaborative Research Institutes Deposit and Release of
. Datasets
Members of ; European Social Survey (ESS)
The Japan Sociologycal Society Us.
The Japanese Economic Association East Asian Social Surveys (EASS)
The Japan Society of Educational Sociology ICPSR

The Population Association of Japan SOUTH KOREA
Japan Society of Family Sociology Survey Research Center, (

Inter-university Consortium
for Political and Social Research

The Behaviormetric Society of Japan Sungkyunkwan University
Japanese Assodiation of Sociological Criminology
The Japanese Society of Social Psychology National Sruvey Research Center GERMANY

Japanese Association of Electoral Studies

The Japan Statistical Society

Japanese Classification Society . ’

The Association of Japanese Geographers etc. Institute of Sociology, ( Leibniz Institue )
Academia Sinica for the Social Sciences

at Renmin University of China GESIS




East Asian Social Survey (EASS)

The EASS project establishes common questions based on issues and concerns unique to East
Asian societies (China, Japan, Korea, and Taiwan), and attempts to conduct cross-national
analyses. Since the first survey in 2006, it is planned to incorporate groups of common questions

(modules) every two years.

One of the most important methodological features of the EASS project is that the modules
are incorporated into a pre-existing survey framework in each society, rather than creating a new
independent cross-national survey. The EASS aims to continue to conduct valid and reliable
cross-national surveys by being a part of continuing research projects, which generate robust

results.

EASS consists of Japanese General Social Survey (JGSS), Korean General Social Survey
(KGSS), Taiwan Social Change Survey (TSCS), and Chinese General Social Survey (CGSS). The
theme for the first module, EASS 2006 was Family, the EASS 2008 was Culture and Globalization,
the EASS 2010 was Health and Society, the EASS 2012 was Network Social Capital, the EASS
2014/2015 was Work Life, the EASS 2016 was Family, the EASS 2018 was Culture and
Globalization, the EASS 2021 was Health and Society, and the EASS 2023 was Network Social

Capital. For more information about the EASS, please refer to the following website.

East Asian Social Survey Data Archive (EASSDA) https://www.eassda.org

Participating institutions:

JGSS Research Center, Osaka University of Commerce (JGSS) https://jgss.daishodai.ac.jp/english/
Survey Research Center, Sungkyunkwan University (KGSS) https://kgss.skku.edu/

Institute of Sociology, Academia Sinica (TSCS) https://www.ios.sinica.edu.tw/

National Survey Research Center, Renmin University of China (CGSS) http://nsrc.ruc.edu.cn/Home

Summary of EASS

Japan South Korea Taiwan China
Sample Men & women Men & women Men & women Men & women
Population aged 20-89 aged 18 or more | aged 18 or more | aged 18 or more
Sampling Three-stage
method Two-stage stratified (Four-stage, from | Three-stage Three-stage
random sampling EASS 2016) stratified random | stratified random
stratified random | sampling sampling
sampling
Fieldwork Both face-to-face Face-to-face Face-to-face Face-to-face
methods interview and interview interview interview
placement
Frequency of Almost every year Every year from Almost every year Every year since
original surveys since 2000; every 2003 to 2014; since 1984/85; 2003
two years since conducted conducting a
2006; two different | Periodically couple of different
questionnaires for | thereafter surveys every
placement year since 1990




Col laborative Research Activities by JGSS Research Center

The JGSS Research Center calls for a broad range of collaborative research
activities to deepen understanding of Japanese and East Asian societies. Here are the

categories of collaborative research projects:

(1) Proposal of Research Issues
Researchers can propose a research issue and take part in survey design and the

creation of survey modules.

(2) Proposal of Analytical Issues
Researchers may use pre-release JGSS data and take part in research projects from

the data analysis stages.

(3) Usage of Released Data
Researchers can make use of the JGSS released data in order to investigate their
research issues. Variables that are suppressed in the public use microdata may be

available at the JGSS Research Center upon request.

(4) Data Analysis Seminars
JGSS Research Center invites scholars from home and abroad for seminars several
times a year. These seminars are intended to help researchers to improve quality

of data analysis.

(5) Opportunities for Young Researchers
Every year, JGSS Research Center calls for academic papers using JGSS data and
gives recognition to outstanding papers. The center also conducts “JGSS
Researcher Encouraging Program” for the purpose of training young researchers.
This program offers opportunities to participate in planning and implementing
nationwide and cross-national surveys. The program also provides methodological

guidance to improve their research skills.



Access to and Use of the JGSS Data

JGSS is conducted in Japanese, and the data sets are translated into English since
JGSS-2000 data in order to support the researchers overseas. The datasets are
available to any researchers, graduate students and undergraduate students who are
supported by their supervisors. There is no limitation to the use of the data for research
purposes. However, for educational purposes, the period of use is limited to one
academic year. Users who wish to continue using the data in the following academic
year, whether for research or educational purposes, are required to inform the
JGSSDDS administrator by email of their intention to continue.

JGSS data sets are available at the following data archives. Please refer to the

websites below for how to obtain the data sets.

JGSSDDS, Japan

JGSS Data Download System,

JGSS Research Center,

Osaka University of Commerce
https://jgss.daishodai.ac.jp/english/jgssdds/jgssdds_introduction.html

ICPSR, United States

Inter-university Consortium for Political and Social Research,
Institute for Social Research, University of Michigan
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/

GESIS, Germany

Leibniz Institute for the Social Sciences
https://www.gesis.org/




Dissemination of Research

Selected Publications

Tanioka, I., (2000). Shakai-chosa no Uso-Research Literacy no Susume [Lies in Social Research:
Necessity of Research Literacy], Bungeishunju, Tokyo.

Iwai, N., & Sato, H. [Eds.], (2002). Japanese Values and Behavioral Patterns Seen in the Japanese
General Social Survey [Nihonjin no Sugata JGSS ni miru Ishiki to Kodo], Yuhikaku, Tokyo.

Iwai, N., & Yasuda, T., (2007). Basics of Survey Data Analysis: Usage of JGSS Data and Online Data
Analysis [Chosa-Data-Bunseki no Kiso: JGSS Data to Online-Shukei no Katsuyo], Yuhikaku,
306p.

Tanioka, I., Nitta, M., & Iwai, N., (Eds.) (2008). Nihonjin no Ishiki to Kodo [Values and Behavioral
Patterns in Japan], University of Tokyo Press, 504p.

Iwai, N., & Yasuda, T. (Eds.) (2011). Family Values in East Asia: A comparison among Japan, South
Korea, China, and Taiwan based on East Asian Social Survey 2006, Nakanishiya Shuppan,
120p.

Iwai, N., & Ueda, M. (Eds.), (2012). Culture and Values in East Asia: A comparison among Japan,
South Korea, China, and Taiwan based on East Asian Social Survey 2008, Nakanishiya
Shuppan.

Iwai, H. & Iwai, N., (2013). Tabunka Sekai: Chigai wo Manabi Mirai heno Michi wo Saguru [Cultures
and Organizations: Software of the Mind, 3rd ed.], originally written by Hofstede, G., Gert J., &
Minkov, M., Yuhikaku, Tokyo.

Iwai, N., & Hanibuchi, T. (Eds), (2014). Health and Society in East Asia: A comparison among Japan,
South Korea, China, and Taiwan based on East Asian Social Survey 2010, Nakanishiya
Shuppan.

Shishido, K., (2018). Koureiki no quality of life [Quality of life in later adulthood], Koyo Shobo.

Tsai, M., & Iwai, N., (2019), Quality of Life in Asia 13: Quality of Life in Japan - Contemporary
Perspectives on Happiness, Springer.

Tanioka, 1., (2019). Rankingu no karakuri [Trick of Ranking], Jiyuminshusha.

Iwai, N., & Shishido, K. (Eds.). (2021). Data de Miru Higashi Ajia no Shakaiteki Nettowaku to Shakai
Kankei Shihon [Social Networks and Social Capital in East Asia], Nakanishiya Shuppan, 118p.

Selected Presentations at International Conferences

2012, International Sociological Association, Forums of Sociology, Buenos Aires, Argentina
2013, World Association for Public Opinion Research 66th Annual Conference, Boston, U.S.A.
2013, International Association for Social Network Analysis (INSNA) Conference Xi‘an, China.
2014, XVIII ISA World Congress of Sociology, Yokohama, Japan

2015, 6th Conference of the European Survey Research Association, Reykjavik, Iceland
2015, ISA RC06 Research Committee Annual Seminar, Aug.22, University College Dublin, Ireland
2015, 5th International Symposium on Environmental Sociology in East Asia, Sendai, Japan
2016, 3rd International Sociological Association Forum of Sociology, Vienna, Austria

2017, ISA RC33 Regional Conference on Social Science Methodology: Asia, Taipei, Taiwan
2018, XIX World Congress of Sociology, Toronto, Canada

2019, European Survey Research Association Conference, Zagreb, Croatia

2020, International Sociological Association, Forums of Sociology, Port Alegre, Brazil

2023, XX World Congress of Sociology, Melbourne, Australia

2024, EASS-ESS Joint Project and Conference, London, U.K.

2024, 5th International ESS Conference, Lisbon, Portugal

2024, WAPOR 77th and WAPOR Asia Pacific 7th Joint Annual Conference, Seoul, South Korea

2025, 5th ISA Forum of Sociology, Rabat, Morocco
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S RFE (JGSS)

H ARk & 02307 (Japanese General Social Survey : JGSS) (%, ZABAM: - fkEetk -
PURPEZ ARG & LT SFiA T, 7 A U W O30 R NORC 73 1972 470> Bifikfse L T
WA RRE 2784 (General Social Survey : GSS) OH&EZ HATEHLEZHLDO T,
HARAE D 20 %525 89 i D J7 & KR LA L HEM AR AU L TuE Less,
2021 FELABEOM AT, HEMEEOL TEM L TV ET,

F— 2 OFAEIXERNIL TO N 82 TikZ 2 (2026 423 AK) . [EWN 284 K2, Vst 468
K, BN 82 WHFEkBI CTRIH ST\ Ed, 4818 L TW A HEF TIiX. K 1, 120 Ol
AL, 362 OXE:, 690 UL EOHEIZFIH S, TEERARAE] 2 EEOBMFHITHICHLS

anTunEd,

JGSS DAEME
=B kg BAYA X (A% - BHERE ()
2000. 10 | JGSS-2000 4,500(300) - 2, 893 (65%)
2001.10 | JGSS-2001 4,500 (300) - 2, 790 (63%)
2002.10 | JGSS-2002 5,000 (341) - 2, 953 (62%)
2003.10 | JGSS-2003 7,200(489) - A = 1,957 (55%) /B E 1,706 (48%) (BE(= T+ kT—% )
2005.8 | JGSS-2005 4,500 (307) - 2,023 (51%)
2006. 10 | JGSS-2006 8,000(526) - AZE 2,124(60%) .~B Z 2,130(60%) (B Z(= EASS 2006 ZXi&1)
2008.10 | JGSS-2008 8,000(529) - AZE 2,060(58%) .”BZE 2,160(61%) (B Z(= EASS 2008 3Tt ))
2009.1 | JGSS-2009LCS | 6,000(396) - 2, 727(51%) (28~42 HMBEELS A 7a—XR)
2010.2 | JGSS-2010 9,000 (600) - A = 2,507 (62%) /B = 2, 496 (62%) (B Z( EASS 2010 T{R2E& )
2012.2 | JGSS-2012 9,000 (600) - A = 2, 332 (59%) B = 2, 335 (59%) (B Z(< EASS 2012 %t 2EAREK])
2013.2 | JGSS-2013LCS | JGSS-2009LCS D&
2015.2 | JGSS-2015 4,500 (300) - 2,079 (53%) (EASS 2014/2015 THE & 45E] £8T)
2016.2 | JGSS-2016 25~49 B EZ & L1 J6SS-2015 MDA —/S—4> F)L 2,100 (140) (E14/15 &)
2017.2 | JGSS-2017 1,500(101) - 744 (56%) (EASS 2016 TRkl #&T)
2017.11 | JGSS-20176G 1,500(101) - 860 (64%) (EASS 2018 Tt & m—nNY€E— 3> &)
2018.2 | JGSS-2018 4,000(267) - 1,916 (54%) (EASS 2016 TRicl &&L)
2018.11 | JGSS-20186G 1,200(82) - 678 (63%) (EASS 2018 Txxib &y m—nRY£— a3 £&E)
2019.2 JGSS-2019LCS JGSS-2009LCS, JGSS-2013LCS DBk
2021.1 | JGSS-2021H 6, 600 (440) - A = 1,722(58%) /B = 1, 800 (59%) (B Z(< EASS 2020 lfg2fE )
2022. 1 JGSS-2022H 6,000(400) - AZE 1,564(57% B ZE1,581(57% (B Z(Z EASS 2020 I#Ek1)
2023.1 | JGSS-2023D 2,700(181) + 1,277 (52%)
2024.2 | JGSS-2024N 5, 400 (360) - 2, 668 (55%)
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R7 UT7HEHE (EASS)

EASS (East Asian Social Survey) 7w ¥ =2 M, BCKOAIEEBH LI/ 0 035 7 E
BREESERA IRV TL )T O T ARSI R RECR O ES W T, O (TV A
—V) ERE L., EEEBRGTEZITE2 & T57m Y= FTY, 2006 F20H 2 4T 1
FE . R Z DF Y 2 — LM AN EITo TOET,

EASS D7 IERZRRA BT, 0B O EFREERA 2872 IE Y T o T3k, #hEh
DOHE - HI T CITHERIIC E R SN TV AHESTHEDOTIC, BV 2— L EHA AN
%2 ETCHEBEEEEIT) EWVWHRIZH Y T, T TICEEOD MR ELTIEHT 5
Z L TRHRN - REMICEBRETE Ak S5 2 L Ao TV ET,

FASS (21%, HA (JGSS) « #[E (KGSS) « 1215 (TSCS) « H1[E (CGSS) ABML TV ET,
%51 (2006 4F) OF —~id [FE), &#2E (2008 4) 1% [30fke rm—nYEB—
Ta ), H3E (2010 ) IF TEEE). B4R (2012 4F) X THhSBIREAR), H 5
[ (2014/2015 4F) 1 MEF L A% ), &5 6 8] (2016 4F) (X T, %5 78] (2018 4F)
X I3k 7rm—nNyB—a 0 %8 1E (2021) (X M@, 9 [\l (2023) 1% M4k
DPREAR] TT, EASSIZBIHE L 7oA — A— U FRRO@ Y T,

m W7 VT2 (EASS) https://www. eassda. org

m KIRPE3E RS JGSS Fgetz o Z— (JGSS) https://jgss. daishodai. ac. jp

m IEE K5 Survey Research Center (KGSS) https://kgss. skku. edu

m PRIFSERE AR EAFGEET (TSCS) https://www. ios. sinica. edu. tw

m T[E AR K2 National Survey Research Center (CGSS) http://nsrc.ruc. edu. cn/Home

EASS DERAEME
BA BE =0 FE
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- Research Center i SHED D
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EASS 2016 A5 (&

Bt 4 B {E A4
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RELEE 2000 H o [FIFELE: 2006 | 2003 £ o MEETAIICE | 1984/85 o EAMIZHE | 2003 A o B
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JGSS ARV 22— RIS ERTHR

JGSS iffget o X — Ttk HAHE 2 5N T VT I OW T OEREZTRD 5 72 DI TR E
B OEFRFIEEZFE L QO ET, HFEMEICIE. RO LD REENDH Y 7,

(1) WF7ERE Z %3 5 LRE
BB 2 1R L TV 72 & £ 97, A Ot 2 BeREH>  2 N4 2 L ENFZE T,

(2) M TERE 2 R % % JERIFFSE
NPRRTOT =2 2 FEC LT, BB Z IR L TW a2 X £, JaEm%. 2B
bZNN4 % ERBFFE T,

(3) —e/NBRT — & RIS
— AR ST JGSS DEEET — X 2RI LT, BFZERRE ORI YL T TWZ < BD
LEMFGE T, HURIERZR EBIMEREFIH L W=7 2 b TxFET,

(4) WrZEK¥EDR L4 B 59 L FEFE
EWNSA O 1 BROWTFEHE Z3hh &+ D058 I — ot I F—2 Bk L. LFEFFED
BomEa2>E L THhET,
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JGSS T—2 D AR E FIFA
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2015, ISA RCO6 Research Committee Annual Seminar, Aug.22, University College Dublin, Ireland
2016, 3rd International Sociological Association Forum of Sociology, Vienna, Austria
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* The number for the ICPSR includes online analysis system.
** For GESIS, data from 2021 onward are not included.




