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Analyzing Gender and Volunteer Activity Using JGSS-2005:
Implicit Comparison With Political Participation
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This study examines the impact of division of labor between men and women on volunteer
activity using the JGSS-2005 data set. In contrast to political participation, labor force
participation and family structure do not exercise large influence on voluntary activity. Rather,
education and personal networks are far more important in explaining volunteer activity, and no
meaningful interactive effect of gender with occupation is detected. Though expertise and
resources are distributed unevenly across the gender line, they do not influence volunteer activity
presumably because volunteer activity does not require high social status and specific skills.
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