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Poverty and Social Assistance System in Japan:
Analysis of Take-up Rate Behavior of Social Assistance based on The JGSS Data

Mihoko FUJISAWA
Graduate School of Public Policy
University of Tokyo

Although poverty such as Working-poor is getting to be a serious social issue in Japan, there
are few empirical studies regarding social assistance. First, this paper presented current situation
about Japanese poverty by estimating poverty rates and rates of receiving social assistance.
Second, who receives social assistance was examined. The main findings of this paper were 1)
Take-up rate was quite low (around 13%) and it has been declining after WWII; 2) it is possible
to estimate take-up rate of social assistance using smaller data like JGSS; and 3) individuals’
perceptions of being in the middle-class possibly lower the rates of receiving social welfare. This
paper suggests that when individuals realize that they are not in the middle-class any more, the

number of people who try to get social assistance may increase in the future.
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