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Japanese Occupational Aspiration from JGSS-2006:
From Age of Wisconsin Model to Aspiration Anomie

Shinichi AIZAWA
Research Fellow, Institute of Social Science
University of Tokyo

This paper examined Japanese occupational aspiration as both dependent and independent
variables. The research used data from JGSS-2006 in which respondents were asked about their
ideal jobs in the future when they were 15 years old. This paper aimed at clarifying the nature of
the relationships between occupations of respondents fathers and their own occupationa
agpiration, and between their own occupational aspiration and status attainment. The results
revealed that occupationa aspiration has different roles across generational cohorts. For older
people who were born from 1930 to 1969, Wisconsin Model was still suitable, while for younger
people who were born after 1970, this model was not suitable at al. Most of younger people have
higher prestige in terms of occupational aspiration but very few of them actually found a job they
wanted. Furthermore, higher aspirations of younger people had no effect on their status
attainment. This paper refers the above phenomenon as “aspiration anomie” and hopes to provide
concrete understandings for this changing generational difference in terms of occupational
aspiration.

Key Words. JGSS, Occupational Aspiration, Aspiration Anomie
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