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Job Quitting and Fertility among Married Women in Japan and Taiwan:
A Comparative Analysis of the JGSS and the TSCS

Hiroshi KOJMA
Faculty of Social Sciences
Waseda University

This is a preliminary comparative analysis of the JGSS-2000/2001/2002/2005/2006 and the
Taiwan Social Change Survey 2001 (TSCS-2001) on the effects of job quitting (those due to
marriage and childbearing and those due to other reasons) on fertility behaviors (the number of
children ever-born and the possession of sons) and attitudes (felt necessity to have children after
marriage and son preference) among ever-married women of reproductive age, drawing on
similar logit models. The results of comparative analysis show similarities and differences in
the effects of job quitting between the two societies.  The number of children and the proportion
having sons tend to be the lowest among those who quitted their job for other reasons than
marriage and childbearing in both societies. It is aso true of felt necessity and son preference.
But the effects of job quitting due to other reasons on son preference may be changing from
negative to positive (opposite to Taiwan) in Japan from 2001 to 2006.
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