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Determinants of Mate Selection Behavior in Japan:
An Analysis using JGSS-2006

Jun’'ya TSUTSUI
College of Socia Sciences
Ritsumeikan University

What kind of people select arranged marriage over love marriage? This question was
explored by using JGSS-2006 data. Models in this paper estimated whether respondents were
married by love marriage or not as a dependent variable. Explanatory variables were age, sex,
education, birth order and the number of marriage experience. Results showed that age and the
number of marriage had significant effects on the likelihood of arranged marriage, while sex and
birth order did not have marked effects. An interpretation of the effect of educational background
was complicated. The model with interaction effects of couples educational career revealed that
only hushands’ educational careers have significant effects on the likelihood of arranged marriage.
An adult male with higher education has a tendency to find his mate by himself probably because
of post-traditional attitudes toward marriage. Insignificance of female educational career can be
explained as a result of liberal attitudes and the reverse effect of the difficulty in finding mate by
herself among higher educated females, as the “marrying up” for female has long been common

in Japan.
Key Words: JGSS, arranged marriage, love marriage
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