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Parental housing assistance as a determinant of parent-child proximity in Japan:
Results from the JGSS-2006

Rokuro TABUCHI
Faculty of Human Sciences
Sophia University

Exchange theory and some previous research suggest that parental housing assistance to their
adult children have consequences on parent-child geographical proximity. In particular, parental
financia support for home purchase or for monthly rent may influence parent-child geographical
proximity. Children may choose to live closer to parents who support them financially. This paper
examined the relationship between housing assistance received by children and the proximity to
their parents using national probability sample of married children (N=576) from 2006 JGSS data
(EASS family module). Results indicated that couples who received housing assistance from
either husbands or wives parents are more likely to live closer to the parents who supported
them, and that couples who received assistance from both parents are more likely to live closer to
both. The findings suggest that intergenerational transfer of resources in terms of housing
assistance has impact on parent-child geographical proximity in Japan.

Key Words. JGSS, Parent-child proximity, Housing assistance
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