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Inter-generational Support to Own Parents/ Parents-in-law and Stem Family System:
Based on the Data of the JGSS-2006

Kuniaki SHISHIDO
Faculty of Business Administration
Osaka University of Commerce

The purpose of this paper was to clarify the actual condition of inter-generational support
between parents/parents-in-law and their children based on the data of the JGSS-2006. This paper
examined the following three points. (1) The balance of giving and receiving support between
parents and their children, (2) determinants of coresidence with own parents/parents-in-law, and
(3) determinants of bilateral support patterns. The results were as follows: 1) Parents started
receiving support from their married sons families earlier than from their married daughters’
families. 2) The percentage of giving support from sons-in-law to parents-in-law was the lowest.
3) When a husband was an eldest son, the probability of coresidence with husband's parents
increased. When a husband was not an eldest son and his wife was an eldest daughter with no
brother, the probability of coresidence with wife's parents increased. 4) The probability of giving
support to paternal parents increased when the respondents’ traditional family values were strong.
Overal, Japanese stem family system partially exerts an influence on the pattern of support for
the elderly. Although traditional family system affected whether the respondents reside with their
parents, the system were not related to actual inter-generational support very much.
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