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The “Conservative” and “Progressive” Ideology and Issue Opinions
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Tokyo Metropolitan University

The validity of “conservative” and “progressive” ideology has been questioned since it lost
its strong relationship with a few policy opinions such as defense and welfare in opinion surveys.
However, people seem to comprehend what constitutes “progressive” and “conservative” because
in most surveys respondents place themselves on the ideology scale during interviews. Thus, it
is very important to examine how the other issues, which has not been examined previously,
shape people’s response to the ideology question.

Firstly, this paper shows that the issues close to people’s daily life have larger correlation
coefficients with the ideology scale than opinions on defense and welfare have. Secondly, it
shows that the correlation between ideology and issue opinions varies in a meaningful way if the
influence of the issues on people’s life is taken into account. Therefore, I argue that, while
answering the ideological question, (1) people consider the issues that are close to their life, rather
than big national issues, and (2) the relationship between the “progressive” and “conservative”

ideology and issue opinions becomes stronger for people affected by those issues.
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