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Japanese attitudes toward genetically modified (GM) foods
from JGSS-2005 Data

Yutaka TANAKA
Faculty of Informatics
Osaka Gakuin University

This study aimed to investigate attitudes of the Japanese toward genetically modified (GM)
foods and to verify the validity of causal models that were made to predict the acceptance of GM
foods by using structural equation modeling (SEM). The factors of perceived risk, perceived
benefit, sense of bioethics, and general trust in 15 different types of organizations were established
as important psychological factors determining the acceptance of GM foods. Results were as
follows. First, the Japanese nation has a negative attitude toward GM foods as a whole. Second,
three factors, which were perceived risk, perceived benefit, and sense of bioethics, are important
psychological factors to explain both social acceptance and personal acceptance of GM foods.
However, it was not verified that general trust in different types of organizations is an important
factor. Furthermore, the relative importance of the three factors differed between the case of socia
acceptance and the case of personal acceptance and between men and women.
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