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Cross-national Social Survey in East Asia
The World Values Survey, ISSP, AsiaBarometer, East Asia Value Survey and EASS
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In East Asia (Japan, South Korea, Taiwan, China and Hong Kong) in recent years,
cross-national social surveys have started such as AsiaBarometer, Asian Barometer (East Asia
Barometer) and East Asia Value Survey. These surveys, in contrast with surveys conducted
worldwide like World Values Survey and ISSP (International Social Survey Programme), focus
their attention on East Asia, and aim at clarifying issues and features which are inherent in East
Asia. This article is areview of surveys with East Asian focus, especially surveys whose results
are open to public to a degree (AsiaBarometer and East Asia Value Survey). The article also
reviews comparative researches based on the results of such surveys. The purpose of the article is
to gain understanding and knowledge of the current situation and problems of cross-national
social surveys in East Asia, and thus to discuss the issues which EASS (East Asian Social
Surveys) project, implemented jointly by the Japanese General Social Surveys (JGSS) project
team and South Korean, Taiwanese, Chinese and Hong Kong teams, has to work on.
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