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Issues on the Public Use of the Register of Residents for Social Surveys
Measures to meet the new situation devised through the sampling for JGSS-2005

Noriko IWAI Taichi INABA

Most social surveys use either a register of electors or that of residents for a sampling
frame. Since the construction of the nation-wide network of the register of residents by the
government in August 2002 and the enforcement of the Act on the Protection of Personal
Information in April 2005, people have become more concerned with protecting their privacy.
Some local governments come to refuse to provide a list of names and addresses of voters for
sampling purposes and make the arrangement of the list very complicated for sampling
subjects. The Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications started the Study Group on
the system of providing lists of residents and voters for public use in May 2005 and made its
final report in October 2005. JGSS team examined the availability of lists of residents and
voters provided by local governments for sampling usage in Tokyo Metropolitan Area and
Kinki Area in conducting JGSS-2005. This paper describes its findings, suggests several
sampling methods applicable to complicated lists and explains appeals JGSS made to the
Study Group.
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