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Karaoke as an Expression of Masculinity
- A Model-Testing of Karaoke Play Frequency by Using JGSS-2001 Data -

Ichiro TANIOKA

Karaoke was invented in Japan. It becomes an important pastime not only in Japan but
also in many countries today. Despite its significant influence on socia activities, the study
of Karaoke has been a forgotten subject. This study is a model-testing using JGSS-2001 data.
JGSS data which started in 1999 is a close relative of General Social Survey of NORC in
Chicago, USA. It is hypothesized that, since Karaoke singer wants to be prominent and be
praised by the audience, those who have strong masculine characteristic would play more
Karaoke than those not so “macho”. The result is very positive, it not conclusive. Several
other new findings are shown also.

Key words: JGSS, Karaoke, Macho-Culture, masculinity
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