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The Creation of Social Capital and Political Reality from Political &
Non-Political Social Networks : Using the Social Networks Module on the
Japanese General Social Survey
(JGSS-2003)

Ken’ichi IKEDA

The 2003 version of Japanese General Social Surveys (JGSS-2003) has a social
network module which measures three different types of personal networks:
"important-matters” discussion networks, political discussion networks, and
occupationally related discussion networks. After examining the external validity of
this data by referencing the results of previous social network studies in political
science in Japan and U.S., | test two basic structures of this data. First, | investigate
the properties of political discussion networks in comparison with the other two
networks.  Second, | focus on the impact of the political discussion network; i.e. how
the network affects social capital, political participation, and network diversity; and
whether political reality is supported or suppressed in the network. | then compare
these effects to the other networks. The results show this module will greatly
contribute to social network analyses in political sociology, social psychology, social
network studies, and social capital theories.
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(5.02)**
0.052
0.04 -0.065 -0.186
(2.35)*
-0.006 -0.157 -0.102
(2.34)*
-0.045 0.093 0.051
0.142 0.194 -0.241
@.97)*
0.1 -0.332 0.906
(2.92)** 3.27)** (8.13)**
-0.036 0.736 0.049
(10.48)**
Constant 3.293
(14.69)**
Observations 1566 1566 1566
R-squared 0.12 0.3284 0.2366
Absolute value of t statistics in parentheses
* significant at 5%; ** significant at 1%
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JGSS-2003
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