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The conceptions of human nature and public opinion toward punishment
Masatoshi ISHII

I examine the relationship between the conceptions of human nature and people's
opinions toward criminal policy using the JGSS 2000 data set. Even though those
who consider human nature as evil support heavy punishment, it is theoretically
unclear as to why people's views on human nature influence their opinions toward
punishment. Furthermore, the rate of crime is unrelated to both people's view on
human nature and their support for heavy punishment. Instead, the actual experience
of being a victim or one's immediate social environment has an impact on the opinion
toward punishment. People's view on punishment is thus more dependent on their
personal experience and feeling while the government tries to use heavy punishment
as a means to deter crimes.

Key word: JGSS-2000, human nature, heavy punishment

JGSS-2000

JGSS-2000

-215-



JGSSHFEsm L4 [3] (2004. 3)

13
10 100

2002

DV
12

1999
JGSS-2000

4 JGSS-2000

89.0%

JGSS-2000

-216-

10

20



JGSSHFEsm £ [3] (2004. 3)

JGSS

[[TT]
149 953 ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ o
123 722 a
* L e
, , LTI
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50 60 0% 80% 90% 100%
JGSS-2000
3
6

0% 10% 20%

30% 40% 50% 60%

80% 90% 100%

-217-




JGSSHFEsm L4 [3] (2004. 3)

493
335

215

[ [ 1]

| | [T 1]

0% 10% 20%

30%

40%

50%

60% 70%

80% 90%

100%

1993

2001

-218-




JGSSHFEsm L4 [3] (2004. 3)
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JGSS

2000

2000
14.0 20.4 19.6 22.7 15.4 18.8
19.5 16.5 16.6 17.7 16.7 14.2
0.95 1.02 0.95 1.28 1.31 1.19
0.01 0.02 0.13 0.02 0.02 0.01
.0002 .0009 .0004 .0008 .0017 .0009
71.4 72.9 71.7 71.3 71.3 69.3
0.05 0.10 0.06 0.10 0.06 0.07
.007 .011 .010 .012 .014 .012
60.5 61.1 59.8 58.0 57.6 54.3
34.2 42.1 32.8 36.3 30.8 36.5
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