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The Relevance of High School Education and University Education
Yuki HONDA

This paper examines the relevance of high school education and university
education through the analysis of the JGSS-2002 data. For both high schools and
universities the “vocational relevance’ and the ‘personal relevance’ were extracted as
the main components of relevance, the former showing a lower level and a greater
variance than the latter. The higher ‘vocational relevance’ can be observed in the
specialized courses and fields, such as commercial and technical courses of high
schools and health, art, home economics and pedagogy fields of universities. A
declining tendency is not observed between birth cohorts as to both relevances. The
‘vocational relevance’ of high school education rises if one’s first employer has more
than 1,000 employees or if one’s first job is professional and technical. The
‘vocational relevance’ of university education rises if one graduates from a national or
a public university or if one’s first job is professional and technical. The variance of
the ‘personal relevance’ is not adequately explained by models adopted in these
analyses. Based on these findings, the improvement of the ‘vocational relevance’ of
high school education and university education is suggested.
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