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The Contemporary Japanese and “Family Religion"
From the Data of JGSS-2000/2001 and Other Social Surveys
Masafumi KIMURA

The aim of this monograph is some considerations on the contemporary Japanese
religious consciousness in terms of "family religion” by the use of some datas from
JGSS-2000/2001 and other social surveys. We confirm four characteristic features
about this problem. (1) A littlemany contemporary Japanese chooses "Although not
practiced, ] have a family religion" in self-administered questionnaire of
JGSS-2000/2001. (2)We find some new expranations for all sorts of category with
reference to this theme,making use of "family religion". (3)In present-day Japan, the
majority of reigious believer and possessor of "family religion" is a Buddhist to be
reflected traditional Japanese religious culture since Tokugawa(Edo) period. (4)The
religion with subjects'spouses in our project do not make little difference from his or
her partner's one.lt seems to us that this phenomena is also functioned by "family
religion”.
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