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The Transmission of Experiences
An Analysis of Opinions about Physical Punishment using JGSS-2000/2001
Hachiro IWAI

Crude physical punishment has been heavily criticized as an act of violating
children's human rights in recent years. However, it is sometimes allowed to use as
a way of discipline. According to JGSS-2000/2001, which include questions asking
opinions on the use of physical punishment, more than half of the respondents agree
with the statements that both parental and teacher's use of physical punishment are
sometimes necessary. This paper firstly explores relations of social attributes to
attitudes toward physical punishment. Secondly, the effects of having experiences
of being punched or beaten by another person are examined. Younger, well
educated and urban bred women tend to oppose against physical punishment. On
the other hand, older and conservative men tend to accept it. More importantly,
younger men with experiences of being punched or beaten tend to accept physical
punishment, while younger women without such experience tend to oppose against it.
This paper points out the big difference between these two groups.
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