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Work Histories and Marriage Events:
Dynamic Analyses of JGSS-2009 Life Course Study

Keiko HIRAO
Graduate School of Globa Environmental Studies
Sophia University

This research aims to understand the work histories of young men and women. Of particular
interest is the effect of education and marriage on the rate of 1) leaving the first job and 2) returning
to the labor market after the first job exit. The data come from the JGSS-2009 Life Course Study,
that surveys 2,727 men and women born between 1966 and 1980. The results indicate a sharp
gender difference; marriage still exerts a negative effect on women'’s labor supply, while it isnot
significant for men. Moreover, education does not affect the probability that women will stay in their
first job. Recent labor statistics show increasing economic disparity among the cohort of young
people, but when it comes to job security it seems that women are the ones more seriously affected by
the economic downturn.
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