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Inequalities in Health and Health Care Access:
Analysis of Accessto Medical Care using JGSS-2008

Tomoya HANIBUCHI
Ritsumeikan University
/ Japan Society for the Promotion of Science

The aim of this paper is to show the picture of access to medical care and to explore its related
factors in Japan. By using JGSS-2008, we analyzed people’'s experience and reasons, as well as
related factors for refraining from medical care. At the same time, we discussed the relation between
inequalities in health and health care access. The result showed that many Japanese have refrained
from medical care due to financial / psychological reasons, or time constraints. Age and level of
household income showed an association with refraining from care, while geographic factors did not
exhibit significant relations. Although refraining from care due to cost had an association with health
satisfaction, it explained only a part of health inequalities in Japan.
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