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Institutionalization of Preschool Education and The Myth of First Three Years
-An Analysis Using JGSS-2000 Data-
Ikuko TAKAYAMA

Changes to the Myth of First Three Years is expected to occur in order to
combat the current Japanese social phenomena of fertility decline and aging
society. In this paper | prefer to the Myth of First Three Years not as that of
gender role consciousness of the society, but as a norm for a child during the
early childhood.

By using data obtained from JGSS-2000 and Japanese Census (1995), |
analyzed some of the determinants of this myth focusing on the
institutionalization of preschool education. My findings point out that one of
the determinants relates to the rate of enrollment in nursery schools and
preschools: if one lives in a prefecture where preschool enrollment rate is high
while nursery school enrollment rate is low, he/she tends to agree with this myth.
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