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Aging and Social Supports for Living: An Analysis of the Elderly using JGSS-2000
Hachiro IWAI

Living conditions of the elderly are closely related to work opportunities, family situations and pension system.
Using JGSS-2000, this paper firstly examines the labor force participation ratio of the elderly. It is shown that the
participation ratio has declined since the mid 1990s, although higher than in most western countries. In addition,
work motivation of the Japanese elderly is not as high as expected. Recent economic stagnation might influence
their work conditions.  Second, family forms of the elderly are examined. Retirement pension makes it possible
for elderly couples to live without the support from children if they are healthy enough. Third, opinions about
financial supports and cares for the elderly are compared among the age groups. It is evident that males aged 40s
strongly emphasize the roles of state or local government in helping the elderly lives. In general, the Japanese
elderly enjoy the affluent living conditions even at age 70s. However, middle aged males have started to worry

about the future of the conditions.
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