
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

文部科学大臣認定 日本版総合的社会調査共同研究拠点 

大阪商業大学 JGSS研究センター 

 

JGSS Research Center 

Joint Usage/ Research Center for Japanese General Social Surveys 

Accredited by Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology 

 

信頼と連携に支えられた日本を代表する社会調査 
 

 

日本版総合的社会調査 

JJaappaanneessee  GGeenneerraall  SSoocciiaall  SSuurrvveeyyss  



Our Mission 

 

 

 

 

The Japanese General Social Survey (JGSS) Research Center at Osaka University of 

Commerce was accredited by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology 

as a Joint Usage/Research Center in October 2008, and renewed in April 2013 as well as in April 

2019.  The designation of "Joint Usage/Research Center" is given to research institutions 

attached to universities that are recognized as being able to make a meaningful contribution to 

academic development by sharing their resources with external researchers.  At the JGSS 

Research Center, we invite social scientists to submit research issues they have in mind, screen 

the research topics submitted, and conduct social surveys to collect the data necessary to 

explore and investigate such issues.  

 

To be more specific, we conduct the Japanese General Social Surveys (JGSS) on a 

nationwide basis every two years to assist our research collaborators in analyzing the data 

obtained through the surveys and reporting research findings to the public.  Additionally, we 

deposit the collected data to data archives in Japan and overseas, and help researchers around 

the world to access and analyze the data.  JGSS shares some modules of questions with the East 

Asian Social Surveys (EASS).  Through these activities, we aim to promote joint research, both 

in Japan and overseas, deepen understanding of changes and the current state of affairs in 

Japanese society, and to identify the position of Japanese society in the context of East Asia. 

 

Starting in the autumn of 1998, the JGSS Research Project was designated as a "key 

institute on the frontiers of academic projects" by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, 

Science and Technology (MEXT) in two successive terms for ten years from FY1999 to FY2008.  

From June 2008, the project had been adopted by the MEXT as a "Program for Promotion of 

Joint Research Centers in Humanities and Social Sciences (renamed to Program for Promotion 

of Unique Research Centers)." From April 2016 to March 2019, the project has been adopted by 

the MEXT as a "Program for Promotion of Unique Joint Research Centers: Promotion of 

Functional Enhancement."  In the fall of 2018, the project was commissioned for a program: 

“Constructing Data Infrastructure for the Humanities and Social Sciences” through the 

Topic-Setting Program to Advance Cutting-Edge Humanities and Social Sciences Research from 

the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science.  

In October 2018, JGSS Research Center was selected for the JSPS Program for Constructing 

Data Infrastructure for the Humanities and Social Sciences. The center is working on the 

promotion of survey data sharing as a part of the program. 
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Japanese General Social Survey (JGSS) 

 

 

The Japanese General Social Surveys (JGSS) is a social survey project with principles of 

openness, continuity and versatility, and the JGSS realizes the idea of General Social Survey (GSS) 

that has been conducted by National Opinion Research Center at the University of Chicago since 

1972.  JGSS is in principle conducted biennially, targeting on the population between 20-89 years 

of age in Japan. 
 

JGSS uses both interview and self-administered questionnaires for each respondent.  Questions 

concerning a basic attribute such as occupation, household composition and educational 

backgrounds are asked in the interview questionnaire, while questions such as everyday behaviors, 

leisure activities, crime victimization, attitudes toward politics and social policies and opinions for 

and against current affairs are asked in the self-administered questionnaires. 
 

The number of data users exceeded 182,000 domestic and foreign researchers and students (as 

of March, 2019), and our datasets were used at 258 domestic universities, at 373 foreign 

universities, and 75 domestic and foreign research institutes.  To the best of our knowledge, our 

data were utilized in more than 926 scholarly articles, 300 books, and 540 presentations, and were 

also referred to in government publications, such as White Paper on National Life. 

Summary of JGSS 

Period Title Sample Size (Number of Sampling Points) 

/Number of Valid Responses (Official Response Rates) 
March, 1999 JGSS-1999 1st Pilot Osaka Prefecture: 151*; Tokyo Metropolitan Area: 159* 
November, 1999 JGSS-1999 2nd Pilot 1,200(81); 790(65%) 
October, 2000 JGSS-2000 4,500(300); 2,893(65%) 
October, 2001 JGSS-2001 4,500(300); 2,790(63%) 
October, 2002 JGSS-2002 5,000(341); 2,953(62%) 

October, 2003 JGSS-2003 
7,200(489); Form A: 1,957(55%) /Form B: 1,706(48%) 
Form B includes “Network” module. 

August, 2005 JGSS-2005 4,500(307); 2,023(51%) 

October, 2006 JGSS-2006 
8,000(526); Form A: 2,124(60%) /Form B: 2,130(60%) 
Form B includes EASS 2006 “Family” Module. 

October, 2008 JGSS-2008 
8,000(529); Form A: 2,060(58%) /Form B: 2,160(61%) 
Form B includes EASS 2008 “Culture” Module. 

January, 2009 JGSS-2009LCS 
6,000(396); 2,727(51%) (Life-course survey targeted at men and 
women aged 28-42) 

February, 2010 JGSS-2010 
9,000(600); Form A: 2,507(62%) /Form B: 2,496(62%) 
Form B includes EASS 2010 “Health and Society” Module. 

February, 2012 JGSS-2012 
9,000(600); Form A: 2,332(59%) /Form B: 2,335(59%) 
Form B includes EASS 2012 “Network Social Capital” Module. 

February, 2013 JGSS-2013LCS Follow-up of JGSS-2009LCS 

February, 2015 JGSS-2015 
4,500 (300); 2079(53%); includes EASS 2014/2015 “Work Life” 
Module 

February, 2016 JGSS-2016 Over sampling of JGSS-2015;age 25-49;2,100 (140);includesE14/15 

February, 2017 JGSS-2017 1,500 (300); 744(56%); includes EASS 2016 “Family” Module 

November, 2017 JGSS-2017G 
1,500(101); 860(64%); includes EASS 2018 “Culture and 
Globalization” Module 

February, 2018 JGSS-2018 4,000 (267); 1,916(54%); includes EASS 2016 “Family” Module 

November, 2018 JGSS-2018G 
1,200(82); 678(63%); includes EASS 2018 “Culture and 
Globalization” Module 

*20 sampling points are randomly selected, and one male and one female are selected from each age group 
(20s, 30s, 40s, 50s, and 60s) for each of the 20 points. 
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Research Collaborations 

 

 

 

 

The operation policy of the JGSS Research Center is discussed and determined by 

the Steering Committee, in which external researchers constitute a majority of the 

membership.  Members of the Steering Committee represent the different research 

fields of sociology and social sciences, and bring in views from various perspectives.  

The Center is subject to an annual evaluation by an external committee as well as by 

the MEXT, and assesses its operations 

 

At the Center, internal researchers of the University are dedicated to a research 

project in collaboration with part-time researchers who are selected from applicants for 

an open call for a joint research project.  Graduate students also participate in a joint 

research project through the “JGSS Researcher Encouraging Program.” 
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East Asian Social Survey（EASS） 

 

 

 

 
The EASS project establishes common questions based on issues and concerns unique to East 

Asian societies (China, Japan, Korean, and Taiwan), and attempts to conduct cross-national 

analyses.  Since the first survey in 2006, it is planned to incorporate groups of common questions 

(modules) every two years. 

 

One of the most important methodological features of the EASS project is that the modules 

are incorporated into a pre-existing survey framework in each society, rather than creating a new 

independent cross-national survey.  The EASS aims to continue to conduct valid and reliable 

cross-national surveys by being a part of continuing research projects, which generate robust 

results.  

 

EASS consists of Japanese General Social Survey (JGSS), Korean General Social Survey 

(KGSS), Taiwan Social Change Survey (TSCS), and Chinese General Social Survey (CGSS).  The 

theme for the first EASS, EASS 2006 was Family, the EASS 2008 was Culture and Globalization, 

the EASS 2010 was Health and Society, the EASS 2012 was Network Social Capital, the EASS 

2014/2015 was Work Life, the EASS 2016 was Family, and the EASS 2018 was Culture and 

Globalization. For more information about the EASS, please refer to the following website. 

East Asian Social Survey Data Archive (EASSDA) http://www.eassda.org/ 

Participating institutions:  

Japanese General Social Survey Research Center, Osaka University of Commerce (JGSS) 

http://jgss.daishodai.ac.jp/english/ 

Survey Research Center, Sungkyunkwan University (KGSS) http://kgss.skku.edu/ 

Institute of Sociology, Academia Sinica (TSCS) http://www.ios.sinica.edu.tw/ 

National Survey Research Center, Renmin University of China (CGSS) 

http://nsrc.ruc.edu.cn/en/ 

Summary of EASS 

 

 Japan South Korea Taiwan China 

Sample 
Population 

Men & women  
aged 20-89 

Men & women  
aged 18 or more 

Men & women  
aged 18 or more 

Men & women  
aged 18 or more 

Sampling 
method 

Two-stage stratified 
random sampling 

Three-stage 
stratified random 

sampling 

Three-stage 
stratified random 

sampling 

Three-stage 
stratified random 

sampling 

Fieldwork 
methods 

Both face-to-face 
interview and 
placement 

Face-to-face 
interview 

Face-to-face 
interview 

Face-to-face 
interview 

Frequency of 
original surveys 

Almost every year 

since 2000; every 
two years since 
2006; two different 
questionnaires for 

placement 

Every year since 
2003 

Almost every year 

since 1984/85; 
conducting a 
couple of different 
surveys every 

year since 1990 

Every year since 
2003 
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Collaborative Research Activities by JGSS Research Center 

 

 

 

 

The JGSS Research Center calls for a broad range of collaborative research 

activities to deepen understanding of Japanese and East Asian societies.  Here are the 

categories of collaborative research projects: 

 

(1) Proposal of Research Issues 

Researchers can propose a research issue and take part in survey design and the 

creation of survey modules.  

 

(2) Proposal of Analytical Issues 

Researchers may use pre-release JGSS data and take part in research projects from 

the data analysis stages. 

 

(3) Usage of Released Data 

Researchers can make use of the JGSS released data in order to investigate their 

research issues. Variables that are suppressed in the public use microdata may be 

available at the JGSS Research Center upon request.  

 

(4) Data Analysis Seminars 

JGSS Research Center invites scholars from home and abroad for seminars several 

times a year.  These seminars are intended to help researchers to improve quality 

of data analysis. 

 

(5) Opportunities for Young Researchers 

From March to April every year, JGSS Research Center calls for academic papers 

using JGSS data and gives recognition to outstanding papers.  The center also 

conducts “JGSS Researcher Encouraging Program” for the purpose of training young 

researchers. This program offers opportunities to participate in planning and 

implementing nationwide and cross-national surveys.  The program also provides 

methodological guidance to improve their research skills. 
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 Access to and Use of the JGSS Data 

 

 

JGSS is conducted in Japanese, and the date sets are translated into English since 

JGSS-2000 data in order to support the researchers overseas. The data sets are 

available to any researchers, graduate students and undergraduate students who are 

supported by their supervisors. There is no limitation to the data use for research 

purposes. However, for education purposes, the usage is limited to one year, and users 

are required to re-apply for the data after one year.  

JGSS data sets are available at the following data archives. Please refer to the 

websites below for how to obtain the data sets.  

 

SSJDA, Japan 

The Social Science Japan Data Archive,  

Center for Social Research and Data Archives, Institute of Social Science, 

The University of Tokyo 

https://csrda.iss.u-tokyo.ac.jp/en/ 

 

ICPSR, United States 

Inter-university Consortium for Political and Social Research,  

Institute for Social Research, University of Michigan 

https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/ 

 

GESIS, Germany 

Leibniz Institute for the Social Sciences 

https://www.gesis.org/ 
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Dissemination of Research 

2008, 46th Interim Committee on Family Research Conference, International Sociological Association, Lisbon, 

Portugal. 

2009, 104th Annual Meeting of American Sociological Association, San Francisco, U.S.A. 

2010, XVII World Congress of Sociology, Gothenburg, Sweden 

2011, The Association for Asian Studies & International Convention of Asia Scholars Conference, Honolulu, Hawaii. 

2011, World Association for Public Opinion Research 64th Annual Conference, Amsterdam, Nederland. 

2012, JGSS International Symposium 2012, Osaka University of Commerce 

2012, World Association for Public Opinion Research 65th Annual Conference, Hong Kong, China 

2012, International Sociological Association, Forums of Sociology, Buenos Aires, Argentina 

2013, World Association for Public Opinion Research 66th Annual Conference, Boston, U.S.A. 

2013, International Association for Social Network Analysis (INSNA) Conference Xi’an, China. 

2014, Association of American Geographers 2014 Annual Meeting, Tampa, U.S.A. 

2014, XVIII ISA World Congress of Sociology, Yokohama, Japan 

2015, 6th Conference of the European Survey Research Association, Reykjavik, Iceland 

2015, ISA RC06 Research Committee Annual Seminar, Aug.22, University College Dublin, Ireland 

2015, 5th International Symposium on Environmental Sociology in East Asia, Sendai, Japan 

2016, 3rd International Sociological Association Forum of Sociology, Vienna, Austria 

2017, ISA RC33 Regional Conference on Social Science Methodology: Asia, Taipei, Taiwan 

2018, XIX World Congress of Sociology, Toronto, Canada 

2019, European Survey Research Association Conference, Zagreb, Croatia 
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日本版総合的社会調査（JGSS） 

 

 

 

JGSSの調査概要 

実査時期 調査名 標本サイズ（地点数）・有効回収数（率） 

1999.3 第1回予備調査 大阪府 151※；首都圏 159※ 

1999.11 第2回予備調査 1,200(81)・790(65%) 

2000.10 JGSS-2000 4,500(300)・2,893(65%) 

2001.10 JGSS-2001 4,500(300)・2,790(63%) 

2002.10 JGSS-2002 5,000(341)・2,953(62%) 

2003.10 JGSS-2003 7,200(489)・A票 1,957(55%)／B票 1,706(48%)（B票に「ネットワーク」） 

2005.8 JGSS-2005 4,500(307)・2,023(51%) 

2006.10 JGSS-2006 8,000(526)・A票 2,124(60%)／B票 2,130(60%)（B票に EASS 2006「家族」） 

2008.10 JGSS-2008 8,000(529)・A票 2,060(58%)／B票 2,160(61%)（B票に EASS 2008「文化」） 

2009.1 JGSS-2009LCS 6,000(396)・2,727(51%)（28～42歳職歴含むライフコース） 

2010.2 JGSS-2010 9,000(600)・A票 2,507(62%)／B票 2,496(62%)（B票に EASS 2010「健康」） 

2012.2 JGSS-2012 9,000(600)・A票 2,332(59%)／B票 2,335(59%)（B票に EASS 2012「社会関係資本」） 

2013.2 JGSS-2013LCS JGSS-2009LCSの追跡 

2015.2 JGSS-2015 4,500(300)・2,079(53%)（EASS 2014/2015「仕事と生活」を含む） 

 2016.2 

 

JGSS-2016 25～49歳を対象とした JGSS-2015のオーバーサンプル 2,100(140)（E14/15含む） 

 2017.2 JGSS-2017 1,500(101)・744(56%) (EASS 2016「家族」を含む） 

 2017.11 JGSS-2017G 1,500(101)・860（64%）(EASS 2018「文化とグローバリゼーション」を含む) 

2018.2 JGSS-2018 4,000(267)・1,916（54%） (EASS 2016「家族」を含む） 

2018.11 JGSS-2018G 1200(82)・678(63%)(EASS 2018「文化とグローバリゼーション」を含む) 

※20地点。各地点において、各年代の男女各 1名を抽出。 
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共同研究の連携
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東アジア社会調査（EASS） 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.eassda.org/

 

 

EASSの調査概要 

 日本 韓国 台湾 中国 

調査主体 大阪商業大学 JGSS研究

センター 

成均館大学 Survey 

Research Center 

中央研究院社会学研究

所 

中国人民大学中国調査

与数据中心 

調査対象 20～89歳の男女 18歳以上の男女 18歳以上の男女 18歳以上の男女 

抽出方法 層化２段無作為抽出 層化３段無作為抽出 層化３段無作為抽出 層化３段無作為抽出 

調査方法 面接・留置法の併用 面接法 面接法 面接法 

調査頻度 2000からほぼ毎年;2006

以降は隔年：留置票は２

種類 

2003から毎年 1984/85から基本的に毎

年；1990からは２つの調

査を実施 

2003から毎年 
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JGSS 研究センターが支援する共同研究 
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JGSS データの公開と利用 
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主な研究成果 

 

 

2008, 46th Interim Committee on Family Research Conference, International Sociological Association, Lisbon, Portugal. 

2009, 104th Annual Meeting of American Sociological Association, San Francisco, U.S.A. 

2010, XVII World Congress of Sociology, Gothenburg, Sweden 

2011, The Association for Asian Studies & International Convention of Asia Scholars Conference, Honolulu, Hawaii. 

2011, World Association for Public Opinion Research 64th Annual Conference, Amsterdam, Nederland. 

2012, JGSS International Symposium 2012, Osaka University of Commerce 

2012, International Sociological Association, Forums of Sociology, Buenos Aires, Argentina 

2013, World Association for Public Opinion Research 66th Annual Conference, Boston, U.S.A. 

2013, International Association for Social Network Analysis (INSNA) Conference Xi’an, China. 

2014, XVIII ISA World Congress of Sociology, Yokohama, Japan 

2015, 6th Conference of the European Survey Research Association, Reykjavik, Iceland 

2015, ISA RC06 Research Committee Annual Seminar, Aug.22, University College Dublin, Ireland 

2016, 3rd International Sociological Association Forum of Sociology, Vienna, Austria 

2017, ISA RC33 Regional Conference on Social Science Methodology: Asia, Taipei, Taiwan 

2018, XIX World Congress of Sociology, Toronto, Canada 

2019, European Survey Research Association Conference, Zagreb, Croatia 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14 

12

283
378

698

977

1257 1189 10921135

1963

1938

2257

1630

1687

2312
2117

2237

2513

2147

33 84

891 1078

1702 1772

1823

2295

3279 3264

3617

2573

2100
2114

1793 1746

316
957

2500

1427

2398

2642

2042

2590

1535

1756

60

1385

87 55 47 0 59 26 66
217

762

2067

2123

1379

2188

2672

0

500

1000

1500

2000

2500

3000

3500

4000

4500

5000

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Number of Data Usage from FY2000 to FY2018

SSJDA

ICPSR **

SSJDA Remote Analysis

SSJDA Nesstar

GESIS

*

*The number of data usage through Nesstar in FY2015 was 11,354; FY2016 was 9,864; FY2017 was 22,810; FY was 41,369.
SSJDA closed the remote analysis system in July 2015, and operates only the Nessttar system.

**The number for the ICPSR includes online analysis system.


