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Should Pets Suffering From Fatal Diseases Be Euthanized?
Japanese Attitudes Toward Euthanasia of Pets as Seen in Data of JGSS-2006

Hizuru SUGITA
Faculty of Economics

Osaka University of Commerce

The aim of this study is to explore Japanese attitudes toward euthanasia of pets by examining
factors affecting whether people agree or disagree with euthanasia of pets that are suffering from
fatal diseases, using data of JGSS-2006. The results of data analysis show the followings: For the
respondents on the whole, the rates of approval and disapproval of euthanasia are almost the same.
But the respondents’ attitudes toward euthanasia differ according to their sex and age. The
respondents’ attitudes toward euthanasia also differ in terms of their attitudes toward human
euthanasia, experience of dogs’ or cats’ death, negative attitudes toward pet-keeping, religion, and
residential area. On the other hand, factors such as pet-keeping, positive attitudes toward pets,
experience of parents’ or children’s death, trauma, household income level, employment status, and
educational background do not affect the respondents’ attitudes toward euthanasia. Based on
these results, Japanese attitudes toward euthanasia of pets are discussed, and some topics are

suggested for future research.
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