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Socia Systems as Determinants of Japanese Attitudes Toward Acceptance of Foreigners:
The Correlation Between Institutions and Consciousness Reflected in JGSS-2005 Data

Yong Ryung LEE
Graduate School of Human Sciences
Osaka University

Drawing on institutional theory that considers the processes by which structures, including
rules and norms, become established as authoritative guidelines for socia behavior, this study is to
examine the determinants of Japanese attitudes toward the acceptance of foreigners on the basis of
Nukaga's study which found that the ratio of Korean residents in a prefecture was positively
associated with pro-foreign attitudes. The author hypothesized that the ratio of Korean residents
in a municipality drives the local government to establish socia systems to accept foreigners as
citizens, which should facilitate the local people’'s pro-foreign attitudes. In addition to several
independent variables of both individual-level and macro-level, the ratio of foreigners who were
working as regular local government employees was used to this analysis as a scale for assessing
the social systems structured in the local government. The results from correlation table and
logistic regression showed that well-established social systems for foreigners were correlated to the
ratio of Korean as well as that of foreign residents, which contributed to the local people’'s
pro-foreign attitudes.

Key Words: JGSS, institutional theory, living together with foreigners
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