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A study on Japanese psychologism using the data of JGSS-2005:
The spurious correlation between psychological knowledge and psychological reductionism

Naomi YASUDA
Graduate School of Human Sciences
Osaka University

Generally the argument of psychologism in Japan is based on a certain hypothesis. The
hypothesis is that the more psychological knowledge you have, the more psychological
reductionism you will have. But, that wasn't based on nationwide survey data. In this paper, |
confirm whether that is true or not, based on the data of nationwide survey, JGSS-2005. Results
from analysis of cross tabulation showed that a correlation between psychological knowledge and
psychological reductionism is statistically significant, but results from logistic regression analysis
controlling fundamental properties and socioeconomic position indicated that it isn't statistically
significant. These results lead to the conclusion that a correlation between them is spurious, and
that the hypothesis of the argument about psychologism is not true. And by additional analyses, it
is clarified that the spurious correlation is caused by academic background, and found that
psychological knowledge affects some concepts except psychological reductionism.
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