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A Study of Dog'’s Role as Substitute Children
O From the Data of JGSSO
Hizuru SUGITA

Using the data of JGSS-2000 and JGSS-2001, this study examines the role of
dogs as substitute children in Japanese households. The data analyses of the
relationship between dog owners’ attachment to their dogs and the presence and age
of children at home reveal the following. For both males and females, the degree of
attachment of dog owners who do not have children is higher than that of dog
owners who have children. For males, while the presence and age of children at
home do not influence the degree of attachment, the presence of children living
away from home decreases the degree of attachment. For females, as well as the
presence of children living away from home, the presence of children at home aged
7 to 12 and more than 24 decreases the degree of attachment, and the presence of
children at home aged 0 to 6 and 13 to 24 does not influence the degree of
attachment. These results lead to the conclusion that a dog can be an object of
attachment for childless dog owners, but not for dog owners who have adolescent
children at home or independent children living away from home.

Key words: JGSS, Dog's Role, Substitute Children
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