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Changes in Attitudes toward Marriage in Japan:
Analyses Using the JGSS Cumulative Data 2000-2010

Sayaka K. SHINOHARA
JGSS Research Center
Osaka University of Commerce

Using the Japanese General Social Surveys (JGSS) Cumulative Data 2000-2010, this paper
examined changes in attitudes toward marriage among Japanese individuals in the last decade. How
patterns of changes in attitudes toward marriage differed by individuals' characteristics, such as
gender, birth cohort, and marital status were examined. Moreover, this paper investigated factors
associated with attitudes toward marriage. Specifically, | examined (1) whether and how factors
associated with attitudes toward marriage differed for men and women, and (2) whether and how
factors related to attitudes toward marriage differed in 2000 and 2010 among men and women. This
research found that, for both men and women, proportions of disagreement with the idea that
“men/women’s happiness lies in marriage” increased between 2000 and 2010. Results from
regression analyses demonstrate that more recent birth cohorts and higher education were positively
related to disagreement with the idea of happiness lies in marriage. Additionally, for both men and
women, factors associated with attitudes toward marriage did not change dramatically between 2000
and 2010.
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000 0.027 0.034  -0.026 0.031
ooooooao -0.109 *x* 0.034  -0.091 *x  0.032
ooo -0.057 t 0.032  -0.047 0.030
ooooooao -0.011 0.056  -0.095 ft 0.056
gooooooon 0.029 0.072  -0.060 0.077
15000000000 (ref.=00)
ooQ 0.170 0.123 0.069 0.102
ooooooao -0.029 0.023  -0.010 0.023
ooQ -0.061 0.072  -0.020 0.065
ooooooao -0.070 * 0.034 0.022 0.033
oooooooon 0.023 0.065  -0.007 0.066
Adjusted R? 0.192 0.168

Note: T p <.10, *p <.05, *xp< .01, **kkp < .001
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00 00
2000 (n=1,206) 2010 (n=2,127) 2000 (n=1,445) 2010 (n=2,504)
jooooooogoooog b SE b SE b SE b SE
goooooO (ref.=1911-19350)
1936-19504 0.363 *%x  0.071 0.307 *%%  0.063 0.310 *%k  0.069 0.394 *%%  0.065
1951-19654 0.586 *¥x  0.086 0.699 *x%x  0.077 0.587 *#k  0.080 0.662 *%%  0.076
1966-19804 0.767 *k%x  0.102 0.730 **x  0.082 0.445 *%x  (.098 0.730 **x  0.078
gooo (ref=00)
oo 0.169 0.106 0.026 0.083 0.213 T 0.117 -0.094 0.082
goooooooo -0.132 0.097 0.171 * 0.073 0.116 * 0.065 0.113 * 0.052
OO0 (ef.=000)
ooo -0.019 0.060 -0.073 0.056 -0.206 %k  0.060 -0.069 0.056
goooooooooooo 0.218 *¥x  0.055 0.168 **%  0.041 0.203 *#k  0.058 0.234 *%%  0.041
ooo0 (ef=00)
goo -0.068 0.101 0.058 0.072 0.055 0.068 -0.086 0.052
gopooooo 0.009 0.068 -0.075 0.061 -0.035 0.084 -0.158 * 0.075
ooo -0.066 0.071 -0.023 0.055 -0.121 +t 0.065 -0.221 k% 0.051
Jo00ooooooo (ref=00)
goooo -0.034 0.079 0.127 * 0.057 -0.027 0.053 -0.033 0.055
goooo 0.048 0.048 0.065 0.040 0.031 0.048 0.043 0.038
Jo0o0ooo (ef=000000)
goo 0.082 0.062 -0.016 0.045 0.020 0.060 0.008 0.042
oo 0.020 0.054 -0.005 0.059 -0.021 0.053 -0.013 0.056
00000000 (ref.=00)
gooooo -0.099 0.076 0.112 t 0.062 0.016 0.077 0.032 0.062
oo 0.031 0.067 0.094 t 0.052 0.033 0.066 0.081 0.050
oo -0.013 0.074 0.047 0.061 0.032 0.075 0.025 0.059
goooo 0.008 0.084 0.001 0.070 0.059 0.080 -0.061 0.066
oo -0.110 0.084 0.020 0.066 -0.023 0.081 0.056 0.061
gooooo (1=00) 0.041 0.094 -0.149 =* 0.072 0.094 0.095 -0.150 * 0.070
15000000000 (ef=00)
goo 0.116 0.092 0.052 0.066 0.033 0.090 -0.017 0.062
goooooo -0.054 0.089 -0.114 0.070 0.010 0.089 -0.144 * 0.067
goo -0.077 0.082 -0.059 0.063 -0.045 0.085 -0.088 0.060
gopooooo 0.001 0.140 -0.035 0.130 -0.146 0.131 -0.148 0.124
goooooooo 0.260 0.227 0.037 0.138 -0.104 0.220 -0.061 0.167
15000000000 (ref=00)
ooo -0.211 0.294 -0.274 0.295 0.131 0.266 0.241 0.217
goooooao -0.135 =* 0.062 -0.039 0.050 -0.111 0.060 0.071 0.049
ooo -0.123 0.246 -0.185 0.141 0.112 0.163 -0.028 0.138
goooood 0.011 0.090 -0.147 = 0.076 0.037 0.084 0.016 0.071
goooooogo 0.052 0.171 -0.161 0.195 0.174 0.160 -0.210 0.204
Adjusted R® 0.211 0.169 0.158 0.148

Note: T p <.10, *p <.05, *xp< .01, *xxp < .001
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