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Trends of Income Level and Distribution:

Comparison of the results of JGSS Data and Government Statistics
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Waseda University

This paper calculates family income level and income distribution from JGSS data and
government statistics, and makes a comparison between those results. There is little difference
between average income from JGSS data and government statistics, and these average income
show much the same pattern. However, there is a major gap in the degree of standard deviation of
the logarithm of family income. And the dispersion of family income of JGSS has a different
trend from those of government statistics. These differences are attributable to change of ratio of
low income family of JGSS data. If we use Gini coefficients or coefficient of quartile deviation in
place of standard deviation of the logarithm to calculate dispersion of family income, the

difference of JGSS and government statistics reduces.
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