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Effects of mothers’ employment on children

An analysis of the determinants of people’s attitudes towards working mothers
Asako WATANABE

This paper examines the factors that determine people’s opinion as to whether a
mother’s employment would have a negative effect on her pre-school children. Analyses of
the JGSS-2002 data showed that the major determinants are different for respondents with
children and for those with no children. In the case of respondents who have no children,
attitudes are strongly influenced by their own mothers’ employment status. If their mothers
worked full-time as regular employees when they were growing up, they tend to see a less
negative effect on pre-school children from mothers having jobs. On the other hand, for
respondents with children, attitudes are determined by their own employment status (or their
wives’, for males). Females with full-time or part-time jobs and males with wives working
full time see a less negative effect regardless of their own mothers’ employment status.

Implications are discussed.
Key words: JGSS-2002, effects of mothers’ employment on children, employment status
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