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General Social Surveys  JGSS —

The role of ideology
The impact of conservative-progressive ideology on party support and policy opinions
from analysis of Japanese General Social Surveys (JGSS)

Suzuko TAJIKA

I analyze the influence of ideology on individual political opinions from a
theoretical viewpoint developed by Anthony Downs. | show that the
conservative-progressive ideology no longer has a strong impact on people’s party
support and political thinking, but that the impact of ideology varies in accordance
with individuals’ political knowledge. While the weakening of party support has been
attributed to the decline of ideological thinking and political interest among voters,
most of them still locate themselves on the conservative-progressive ideology scale.
Furthermore, those who are well informed hold policy opinions that are consistent
with their ideological standpoint. While new political issues are not easily amenable
to the conservative-progressive ideology, politically knowledgeable citizens support a
specific policy in those areas regardless of their ideological standpoints.
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