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Religion as a Determinant of Social Attitudes
A comparison between three groups: “Religious,” “Not religious,” and non-religious members of a
“Family faith”
Mitsuru MATSUTANI

The purpose of this paper is to examine the influence of religion on social attitudes
in Japan. JGSS-2000 data is used in this analysis. We analyze the differences in social
attitudes between three groups: those who are "religious,” those who are “not
religious,” and those who are members of a traditional “family faith” but are not
religious themselves. General Social Survey data is also used in order to make
reference to effects of religion in America.

We found religion’s effects were weak and restricted to specific domains (politics,
family values and confidence in authority). Religious attribution has a strong effect on
gender, sexuality and life ethics in America, but has no effect on these topics in Japan.
Generally, the direction of this relation was linear. Religious people have more
conservative and traditional attitudes. Those who have a “family faith” also have some
unique characteristics.

Based on these results, we consider (1) Differences in religious values between
Japan and America, (2) The relation between religion and cultural shifts in modern
society, and (3) The social function of Japanese religion.
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