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Social Inequality and Status Consciousness in Cross-national Comparative Perspective

Hiroshi ISHIDA

This presentation examines the pattern of intergenerational mobility and
the determinants of status consciousness in Japan through cross-national
comparison with Germany and United States. The Japanese blue-collar working
class shows a lower extent of intergenerational stability and self-recruitment than
those in Germany and the United States. The result is probably related to the
tendency that the Japanese working class generally has a weak working class
consciousness and the prevalence of middle-class identification. In contrast, the
relative chances of mobility and inheritance are very similar across the three
societies, suggesting that the extent of openness of class structure in Japan is not
much different from that in Germany and the United States. The analysis of the
determinants of status consciousness shows that class has the strongest effect in
Japan and Germany. Class continues to exert influence on the formation of
status consciousness in contemporary societies.
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0.693 0.660 0.581
50%
0.793 0.741 0.876
21.0 30.9 214 34.7 40.1 35.9
7.8 6.3 3.6 14.0 9.3 5.0
23.9 9.0 10.8 14.4 43 8.2
25.8 12.6 12.9 4.7 3.2 4.0
115 193 38.7 171 18.6 37.3
10.1 220 12.6 15.2 244 9.6
211 28.5 253 19.0 42.8 44.2
10.2 6.6 3.8 38.5 30.8 259
23.2 9.7 10.6 6.2 44 6.2
26.0 12.2 13.0 5.0 0.7 25
111 18.6 36.1 125 55 9.3
8.3 244 111 18.8 15.8 12.0
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579 57.8 63.4 351 445 377
240 176 11.7 119 119 8.5
284 8.2 24.3 42.6 171 318
174 159 250 89.2 61.7 816
291 24.6 50.5 18.7 255 524
19.2 344 20.2 12.6 310 26.5
28.0 57.1 65.2 351 38.0 37.3
420 324 44.6 8.7 6.9 6.6
11.3 6.3 174 39.2 139 30.0
18.6 2.8 137 79.7 48.8 722
158 6.4 10.8 124 218 42.2
218 219 280 10.8 338 257
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2000, 01 1995 2000 1983, 87 2000 1990, 91, 92
10 0.7 0.4 31 4.6 13 0.6
9 17 1.0 2.8 3.9 14 17
8 6.8 54 11.0 12.7 6.2 10.1
7 10.2 12.0 153 15.2 10.6 19.3
6 416 29.8 316 30.1 218 333
5 148 22.6 16.3 13.6 34.7 17.8
4 115 17.1 10.8 9.6 15.6 9.9
3 75 8.2 5.6 59 6.5 4.8
2 24 2.0 17 18 17 17
1 2.8 16 17 2.6 0.1 0.8
56.4 524 479 43.7 56.5 511

5.957 0.254 6.518 0.255 6.426 0.198

5.364 0.292 5.890 0.309 5.969 0.224

5.670 0.315 5.657 0.343 6.364 0.224

5479 0.305 5.870 0.351 5.500 0.362

5.218 0.318 5.758 0.312 5.577 0.254

4931 0.336 5.284 0.379 4.985 0.297

5.469 0.302 5.981 0.312 5.969 0.244

/ 5.054 0.340 5.195 0.423 5.648 0.266

/ 5423 0.301 5.862 0.298 6.063 0.251

/ 5573 0.284 6.133 0.278 6.401 0.188

5.960 0.258 6.802 0.244 6.847 0.178

5.118 0.336 5.439 0.347 5.462 0.267

5.314 0.305 5.782 0.332 5.932 0.235

5.605 0.280 6.216 0.284 6.087 0.231

5.894 0.270 6.540 0.259 6.515 0.194

5.263 0.315 5.672 0.346 5.495 0.315

5.126 0.330 5774 0.304 5.482 0.273

5.368 0.296 6.139 0.254 5.756 0.243

6.223 0.236 6.786 0.213 6.492 0.200
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