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Atypical Work, Employment Terms, and Occupational Consciousness in JGSS-2002

Kaoru Tsuburai SATO

This paper aims to clarify the condition of atypical work, the characteristics of atypical
workers, and the relationship between employment terms and occupational consciousness of
atypical workers. The comparison of JGSS-2000 and JGSS-2002 data indicate that there
has been little growth in the number of atypical workers. While atypical workers tend to
be women, no difference was found among age cohorts. Typical workers tend to be
middle-aged men, part-time workers to be middle-aged women, temporary workers to be
young women, and self-employed workers to be middle-aged men and women. The
percentage of atypical workers in a firm differs according to the size of the firm. Despite
the fact that the employment terms of atypical workers are largely inferior to that of typical
workers, atypical workers were found to be just as satisfied with their work conditions as
typical workers. The analysis of occupational consciousness implies that atypical workers
choose to work atypically in order to have more control over their time and life-style.
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