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The Logic of Non-Respondents:
An Analysis of the Effect of Generalized Trust on “Degree of Cooperation” Based on JGSS

Masahiro ZENKYO
Graduate School of Policy Science
Ritsumeikan University

The purpose of this paper is to examine the effect of the variable conceptualizing “generalized
trust” among the citizens on “non-cooperation” in social surveys, using the Japanese General Social
Surveys. Why has the response rate or the degree of cooperation declined in the social surveys? This
paper shows we can answer these questions by solving the two methodological problems: no-variance
design and selection bias. First, for solving the no-variance design problem, this study assumes a
|atent variable associated with the “degree of cooperation,” a continuum between the respondents and
the non-respondents. Second, for solving the selection bias problem, | specify the direction and the
influence of the bias by estimating the “true” distribution of the dependent variable. According to the
results of the ordinal logit regression and the estimates of the “true” coefficients, the effect of the
generalized trust on the degree of cooperation is significant and robust.
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