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International Comparison of Continuing Education and Training:
Results from JGSS-2000 and International Adult Literacy Survey
Yuki HONDA

The global drive for ‘knowledge society’ has made the continuing education
and training (CET) more and more important. In Japan, however, a dominant
optimistic view that companies’ human resource development has been very
successful prevents actors from restructuring and developing ample and relevant
system of CET. This paper examines what characterizes the current CET in Japan
compared to other advanced countries by contrasting the data from JGSS-2000 and
the data from International Adult Literacy Survey (IALS). Major findings are: First,
the opportunity of CET in Japan is a little less than the average of other countries.
Second, in Japan the rate of Employer-sponsored CET is quite high compared to other
societies. Third, the disparity of CET opportunity according to people’s level of initial
education is considerably large among other societies. In addition to that, the analysis
of the effect of CET experience within Japanese society proved that CET has not only
economical but also non-economical effect on one’s later life. These findings suggest
the necessity of enlarging and enriching the CET in Japan.
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