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Trends in Social Inequality Based on the Pattern of Intergenerational Mobility:
A Recent Trend Shown in the JGSS-2000
Hiroshi ISHIDA

The purpose of this study is to evaluate the trend in the degree of social
inequality in Japan. The argument of increasing social inequality has been
advanced in the 1990s, but it is an open question whether social inequality has in
fact expanded during this period. The study uses the 2000 Japanese Social
Survey and the Social Stratification and Social Mobility Surveys, conducted
every decade since 1955. The analysis examines the absolute mobility pattern,
which includes total mobility, inflow and outflow rates, and the relative mobility
pattern, which represents the effect of social origin on attainment. The results
of the analysis suggest that the effect of social origin on sons’ attainment is
generally stable in postwar Japan and that there is no noticeable trend of the
increasing effect of social origin in the 1990s. In contrast, the pattern of
absolute mobility rates shows major changes, including the rapid increase in the
total mobility and the increased outflow rates into the professional-managerial
class reflecting the changes in the class distribution in postwar Japan.
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1955 1985
1955 1975
2000
1975
1955 0.103 0.124 0.186 0.398 0.094 0.095 0.490 0.221
1965 0.186 0.141 0.180 0.202 0.166 0.125 0.639 0.357
1975 0.220 0.139 0.176 0.144 0.188 0.133 0.682 0.379
1985 0.290 0.133 0.186 0.063 0.197 0.131 0.693 0.363
1995 0.360 0.105 0.187 0.046 0.187 0.116 0.690 0.312
2000 0.379 0.135 0.128 0.038 0.179 0.141 0.726 0.317
1955 0.080 0.038 0.232 0573 0.028 0.049
1965 0.115 0.040 0.253 0.486 0.068 0.038
1975 0.141 0.047 0.254 0.445 0.063 0.050
1985 0.173 0.052 0.267 0.346 0.097 0.066
1995 0.217 0.047 0.270 0.274 0.115 0.077
2000 0.213 0.077 0.260 0.223 0.128 0.099
1995 18% 2000
12.8%
, 1998; , 2000 1995
2000
1955 23.2%
8 2000
4 1 1955 1965
1975 1985 2000
26.0% 1995 2000
1955 2000 4
1
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1
2
A B
B
4
2000 0.918
2.50
2.5
1955 2.085 1.267 1.270 2.697 1.760 1.791
1965 1.580 0.937 1.294 2.340 1.093 1.003
1975 1.390 0.913 1.055 2.536 1.089 0.602
1985 1.343 0.834 1.193 2931 0.781 1.360
1995 1.295 0.622 0.965 3.236 0.699 0.613
2000 0.918 0.822 0.931 3.530 0.246 0.512
1965
6Xx6
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